When I turned up at offices in the building of a former
Custard Factory just over 10 years ago to start work
for First Light I could not have imagined how amazing
the project would turn out to be. A space containing
3 desks and a telephone was not a promising start,
however in a decade we have supported many
thousands of young people to use digital media as a
platform for creative expression and skills development.
First Light’s success is down to two key factors: firstly;
the amazing support that our core funder – the UK
Film Council, and now the BFI; our hard working staff
team and Board, have given us; and secondly the fact
that we work in a creative media that has a magnetic
attraction and relevance to young people.
First Light’s mission is to help young people from all
backgrounds to develop their skills, talent, creativity,
confidence and entrepreneurial capabilities. We provide
opportunities to for young people aged 5 to 25 to
work together on high quality; youth led digital media
projects in collaboration with industry professionals.
Whether it’s using filmmaking to engage and educate
disadvantaged young people, developing key skills or
identifying and nurturing talent to feed directly into the
industry making it more relevant and representative,
First Light is an organisation with a bright future.

“The group of young people we worked
with have Special Educational Needs,
and alternative and creative approaches
to learning the key curriculum subjects is
always a challenge for teachers.
Making films allowed us to approach
some of these key subjects in a more
creative and meaningful way”
Project Manager

“First Light is such a great initiative –
I can’t think of anything better.”
2009 Oscar winning director, Danny Boyle

“First Light is all about encouraging a love
of filmmaking. This is just the beginning of
encouraging people to understand about
film and get an idea of how it’s done”
Sir Ian McKellen

So, here’s to the next 10 years!
Leigh Thomas
CEO, First Light

“This sort of thing doesn’t really
happen to our sort, if you know what
I mean, foster children, ‘cause they’re
sometimes not given a chance and it’s
nice just to have this opportunity
…it’s just amazing.”

Our ambassadors include:
Joanne Froggatt, Jason Isaacs, Toby Jones,
Ralf Little, Nathan Stewart-Jarrett and Manjinder Virk

First Light works in partnership with:

Young filmmaker and awards nominee
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Several million people have seen a First Light
film on platforms such as Virgin On Demand,
YouTube, Virgin Atlantic, BBC and Channel 4
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Hundreds of celebrities have helped judge and present at the First Light Awards,
including John Landis, Cate Blanchett, Daniel Craig, Kevin Spacey, Sir Ian McKellen,
Sienna Miller and Tom Hooper

Through First Light, over 40,000 young people
have worked with industry professionals on a
digital media project
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Our films are seen at hundreds of film
festivals each year – from New York to
Newcastle – many picking up prestigious
awards and have been seen in a variety
of locations from a camper van in Cannes
to the French Embassy in Washington DC

Young people are placed at the heart
of our projects and are responsible for
devising, writing, directing, editing and
production of their project gaining
valuable transferable skills in the process
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A First Light film – ‘The Pirate
and the Mermaid’ won the 2010
National Lottery Award for Best
Arts Project

Although we’re best known for our films (nearly
2000 of them!) we’ve also helped young people
create games, websites, photography exhibitions,
newspapers and magazines and radio
broadcasts
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Recent survey results indicate that
First Light projects improve concentration,
IT skills, reading and writing,
confidence and problem solving skills

FIRST LIGHT TIMELINE

2001

The first ever First Light
Awards ceremony takes
place at Odeon West End

2002

2003

First Light works with young people from
all backgrounds across the UK – from
The Orkneys to St Ives – equipping young
people with new skills in content creation

Young people that have worked on First Light and Second Light projects have
gone on to work on television programmes such as Skins, The Gadget Show, Britain’s Got
Talent, Silent Witness and feature films including Captain America,
Dark Tide, Gravity and the new James Bond film

The organisation produces Film & Citizenship – a resource for teachers using filmmaking
techniques in the classroom, funded by Dept for Education and Barclays

First Light opens for
business and on 5
December the very first
film is delivered
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A collaboration with The Wellcome Trust and NESTA brings
together filmmakers, teachers and scientists in Big Screen
Science. A project that furthered the understanding of the
practical and ethical issues surrounding biomedical science
Film Street, a web-based
filmmaking resource for
primary teachers and
students, is launched

Barbara Broccoli joins
as Chair

2004

First Light wins the contract to manage Mediabox – a
scheme that empowered young people to become involved
in positive activities and create their own media content

2005

2006

2007

Talent development project Second Light is launched recruiting trainees from Glasgow,
Bristol and London and numerous industry partners

We are voted one of
the top 5 UK Lottery
funders by the
Directory of Social
Change

2008

Work begins on 2
Olympic Projects Film Nation: Shorts
and v mygames

2009

2010

A reflection upon 10
successful years and the
organisation looks ahead
to its new partnership with
the BFI
Over 40,000 young people
have been involved in one
of our projects

2011

